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Dear Parents and Guardians: 

As we anticipate the reopening of school in the fall, we are sure that many of you are anxious 
about the readiness of your children to return to full-time learning. You are most likely eager to 
know whether the long disruption caused by the pandemic has caused your children to regress 
educationally.  We share your concern.  Although we have strived during this unprecedented 
period of disruption to offer an array of learning opportunities designed to keep our students 
engaged and progressing in their learning, some regression is likely for all our learners - not just 
those with disabilities.  We want you to know our plans for addressing the needs of students 
with disabilities as school reopens. 

During the first few weeks of school, case managers will assess your child on each goal from 
his/her IEP.  That data will be compared to progress that was obtained prior to the shut down of 
school.  If that data demonstrates regression, the case manager will make sure to focus 
instruction on those areas.  During that time of instruction, progress data will be gathered and 
monitored closely. 
 
After approximately 6-8 weeks of instruction the progress data will again be compared to data 
that was obtained prior to the shut down of school, in March of 2020.  If your child has not 
recouped any skills that regressed, the IEP team will be convened and alterations to services or 
goals will be discussed. In more urgent cases the case manager may set up the IEP meeting 
prior to an annual review meeting.  
 
It is possible that some students may have regressed from prior skill levels and might struggle to 
recoup those levels when instruction resumes. Some students may need extra supports and 
services - sometimes called “covid compensatory services” - to continue on the path to 
meaningful progress toward their annual goals.  

“Covid compensatory services” are designed to supplement the existing educational program of 
a child to ensure that any extraordinary loss resulting from the pandemic-related school closings 
is addressed. Your child’s IEP team will determine whether he or she needs these services and, 
if so, what those services should be.  Some students will need this support, others might not. 

If you have any questions during the year about our plans or for determining the need for “covid 
compensatory services” for your child, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s 
caseload teacher.  Let’s work together to make the return to school healthy and successful for 
our students! 

Sincerely, 

  
Walter Smith 
Director of Special Education 
717-367-1521 Ext. 10007 
walter_smith@etownschools.org 

Every Student Graduates Ready to Live, Learn, and Thrive in a Global Community 
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